usually fish four or five rigged baits, one lure and two bridge teasers. The
CAPT. GENE KELLY outfits are all 80Ws wound with half a spool of 130-pound Dacron back,
’ spliced to 100-pound test mono on custom, roller guide rods. Capt. Mitch

TROP’CAL F’SH’NG pr‘cf‘crs heavy Ic‘.zldc‘rs._ from 250 on the light side to 600, L!c‘pc‘ncﬁ?lg on time

of year. Hooks vary from 9/0 to 16/0 to match the size of the baits. We also

ADVENTURES keep two additional S(le‘rt‘;?dy ‘for use wit].] pitch baits in case we raise

more than one blue. This fishing is more straight forward than the way we

COSTA RlCA’PANAMA’BE“ZE fish whites, since blues take a bait more aggressively and require less teasing
G“ATEMALAOMEX‘CO and dropping back.

The baits used seem to be pretty much the same from boat to boat. I use a

"l CAN HANDLE ALL OF lot of horse ballyhoo, rigged mackerel and swimming mullet. We've had
great success with the new Pakula soft-head trolling lures, Mold Craft Super

THE ARRANGEMENTS TO 2 < 2 . = F
A Chuggers and Chaos Granders as bridge teasers. Lures usually are placed
GUARANTEE YOU down the middle on the shotgun line. A blue and white Hawaiian Eye over
FISHING ADVENTURE a horse bally is always a consistent blue marlin bait, and then there’s the

WHICH YOU WILL NEVER “Pink Thing!™

While there are lots of blues around, especially in the Spring, the Outer
Banks is best known for its abundance of white marlin in Summer and Fall.
The bait of choice is small ballyhoo, mostly fished naked. When there are sail-
fish around a lot of the caprains throw an Ilander Outrider into the pattern,
usually pink with a fresh strip bait or bally under the skirt.

Captain Arch taught me of the importance of quality baits for whites. He
orders upwards of 60 cases of ballyhoo in the winter, when the quality is high-

er. He is meticulous about rigging them, being sure to push out all the poop
and clear sack, breaking off the beaks, making clean exit wounds for the hooks

(5 l 6) 668 201 9 and never, ever ripping the belly which causes them to tear and wash out more
PO B(]x 2104 MUNTAUK, NY 11954 quickly. He removes the eyes and works the meat loose from around the back-

Www GCUHIﬁ HEUmUﬂtallk/ bone to be sure that each bait provides a seductive wiggle. Capt. Rom, like
p : : most skippers, prefers to run most of his ballyhoo naked for
whites, so a cleanly rigged, natural swimming bait is a must.

Occasionally, a skipper will add a Sea Witch or other skirt.
Attelltlon Tl“la FlSllel’mell! I Capt. John Bayliss, who runs the Hatteras factory boat HAT-
The world’s first TERASCAL, says he uses skirts under certain sea conditions
automated - to make it easier for him to see the baits more than for the

- . i benefit of the fish.
chunk dispenser, ; . Byal® .

. On the CHAPIN, we use spinning rods on flat-lines for
only $279.00 L

whites and the technique works great. The outfits are Penn
- 520'00 S&H. - 95008SS reels on Slammer Stand-up rods with 30-pound line. |
Call for FREE info use a spider hitch to form a two-foot double line and add a

]“]’ KER |5-foot section of 80-pound leader with an Albright knot,
1 888 2 3830-33-3758 ending it with a small ball bearing snap swivel. I rig ballyhoo
GHUM <=

e on six-foot leaders of 80- or 100-pound test mono using a
ndure Produc cad G175 :
GHUGKEB P.o.'lll;x i R e RO I Mustad 9175 7/0 hook.

'WANTED: TOURNAMENT TEAM MEMBERS

The ballys are run skipping or chin-weighted and rigged
with a short piece of monel. Since resistance between the
bait and the reel is often the reason whites drop a bait, this
system gets more hook-ups because the rod is placed in the

: . ; holder with the bail open with just a piece of rigging wire

i d:t:i:salm;?)m M@ﬁmﬁmﬁﬁ.ﬂ:ﬁgﬁ:ﬁﬁm&:wﬂom holding the line tight against the r.od. Once the bait 15 set

’cente,rconsolehoatandvehicleallfncatedinMath;rhnr,ﬂbaco,Bahamas. ! in the pattern, I twist the line to form a loop and put the

| am looking for partner/team members to enter and help assume the cost of campaigiing loop in a very lighdy set flat-line clip on the transom.

the boatin 4 to 8 Bahamas hilfish tournaments per season (April thru June). | need four to When a fish hits the bait, the clip releases the Iine, the rig-

six compatible team members who will be able to use my boat, home and equipment. ging wng stmwhtcus out and thc‘ b&lt 15 on gomp]ute th

This is the most affordable and practical way for anyone to go "Big Game Tournament" fish- a
ing, first class! You need not attend al tounaments. Cost per tournament season wili range k;l] er system.

from $10,000 to $20,000 per team member, depending on the number of members assemr- The remainder of the pattern for whites 1s filled with Shi-

bled. This arvangement wil be totally non-profit for me. mano TLID25s loaded with 30-pound test. We usually run

IF YOU'RE SERIOUSLY INTERESTED CALL JOHNNY CRAIN two baits on the long-riggers, sometimes a pair on the
512-217-8000 days or 512-476-3381 evenings. short-riggers, and a long shotgun. We also add a pair of
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OUGHTON’S AWESOME BAR: John rigs his own spreader bars for yellowfin
using big 13 inch shell squids. The bar runs easily an the surface and draws strikes
or attracts the tuna fo the rigged baits set around it.

“The Point is a reliable place that
often holds vellowfin year-round.” He
said they are usually found along edges
of temperature changes, but they will
feed on either the cool or warm side
depending on where the bait is hold-
ing. Most captains agree when the

REEy

water is really clear and calm, tuna
become more difficult to troll. Arch
“PELICAN" Bracher feels this 15 a
result of their excellent eyesight. Clear
water means they can see your leaders,
rigging and anything that might look
unnatural with your baits and shy

QUICK-CHANGE BALLY RIG: When the yellowfin action is hot, the deckhands

use this rubberband rig that let's them re-rig a new ballyhoo in seconds and get the

outfit back into the pattern fast.

‘sPl "ANDRESEN

SALT WATER SPORTSMAN PUB-
LISHER-AT-LARGE & RENOWNED ;
SALTWATER ANGLER AND PILOT £

2 pider wouldn’t dream of taking to the water
without his Costa Del Mar sunglasses. ¥hat’s
because all“Costas” feature the unique Colorific
Polarization System. If’s a Costa Del Mar exclu-
sive. Let’s you see like an eagle. Plus it eliminates
glare, reduces eye strain and fatigue. Optically
correct glass and CR-39 hard-resin lenses offer
100% polarization and 100% protection against
harmful ultraviolet rays. Backed by Costa Del Mar’s
Lifetime Warranty. [Zompare Costas and yorr'll
buy Costas. EZall toll-free at B00-447-3700 to
find the dealer nearest you.

America’s #1
Polarized Sunglasses™
123 North Orchard, Ormond Beach, FL. 32174
Tel: 904-677-3700 Fax: 904-677-3737
Net: www.costadelmar.com

Nt

" Gosta Dél Mar Elintinator with Blue Mirror Glass Lenses,
one of more than 30 frame styles available.




5’-6’ drop to
Green Soft

Head Lure Enlarged
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13”

Short-rigger
‘&" // ballyhoo
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All-Purpose
Spreader Bar Spread

/

The All-Furpose Spreader 2 Long-

Bar pattern is used to tar- rigger

get yellowfin tuna, but also baits — 1 >
gets the attention of

bigeyes when they're

around. The bar notonly

attracts strikes, but usually

brings fish up into the pat- Over1/2

tern where they frequently a spool g

split off onto the individual back

rigged ballyhoo.

bait ballyhoo

The Finicky Tuna Spread
puts a lot of rigged bally-
hoo baits in a wide-open
pattern behind the boat.
The four long-rigger and
long shotgun baits are set
anywhere from a 1/2 spool
of line or further back, often
well beyond your ability to
see themn back there.

Large Spread for
Finicky Tuna
Over

1/2
:spool

bait Short -
shotgun

bait from
. bridge

Bk
Flat!if‘ie * ”

e
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away. When the surface is rough or the & . ’
water is slightly off color, it hides 0]1 ; e em see va.
3 .’I

irregularities.
Color 1s very important when

‘ Pf.US
is the preferred bait, they are dressed ‘ ~—

trolling tuna. While medium ballyhoo

with a variety of lures including Sea ULTRA CAMO LINE
Witch skirts, Outlaws by Hatteras ;

Lure, Ilander Trackers and others. .
Since flying fish are conunon in Sum-
mer, blue/white is a consistent pro- _ _
ducer, but there are others. Rich 3 - T ; Urtea ToucH
“SUSPENSE” Samuel likes blue or ' 4 £/,
green with a blue head, purple/black o ‘ S ULTRA STRONG
or purple/blue with a red head, hot ‘
pink or pink/white. Chartreuse with a
touch of dark green is productive, too.
Both Captain John Canning and I
swear by the Outlaw 1n blue and white
as the best producer.

Some days a spreader bar is the only
thing that will raise yellowfins. We find
that if we troll other baits around bars
we get more multiple hook-ups on
both the bar and the individual baits. I

BiENDS UNDERWATER

SUPER SOFT

had been fishing bars on the boats in ' - HI-SEAS
- ; : 8-22 Hiinetla L
Jersey for several years, but they use . T

them a lictle differently here. I found
myself in a unique position to experi-
ment with different configurations and
eventually put together a spreader bar
of my own design. It features a 36-

inch metal bar that supports nine high

quality, 13-inch squids. The bar uses a e Best P Oﬂner
bridle system [ picked up from Larry -
Baily on the charter boat FAST tl] Ih Sws
LANE, and my own unique method On e

of attaching squids directly to the bar.
It floats and never leaves the pattern. =TEFINEE il Get unsurpassed washdown power
Dave Reed, owner of Hatteras Lures,

recently started building them for me and reliability with a FLOJET

and plans to offer them as part of his WASHDOWN SYSTEM WATER JET Washdown System. Its
product line this season because they
are so productive on tuna, not to men-
tion how well they work as teasers for
billfish. Sometime the white marlin deliver the power and reliability you need - even in the
just won't leave them alone.

There are times when you get a sin-
gle shot at yellowfin during a day of
trolling. We have a method of quick- m high value performer. And choose from 12, 24 and 32V
changing ballyhoo baits that lets us
get the most from a blast of fish. Most
charter boat crews, when they get a
multiple hook-up of tuna, fight them
to the boat, then carefully re-bait FLOJET

each line, reset them in their trolling

advanced design delivers an impressive the highest flow in its
class. FLOJET’s heavy-duty components are specifically engineered to

harshest environment. The unique design and snap-in
port fittings make installation fast and easy. Also available as a

DC models. So wash down while moored or underway
with either premium Flojet Washdown System.

siEen At ctare troll UL For your nearest FLOJET marine retailer, B O"Tfrs;the Figigi -
and start trolling in. ax-On-Demand System:
P g 48 call toll-free: 1-800-2FLOJET Dall 1.600.267.3904

However, if you change a few steps,
you can increase the four, five or six

FLOJET Corporation, Irvine, California 92718 enter 2, then 2001 & 2102 #
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Big bait
. Hawaiian
Eye

Naked ballyhoo

Hawaiian
Eye w/
mackerel
or ballyhoo

. /chugger|
: or soft j
5 head |

. teaser
i f with
¥ strip
;. bait

‘L"\%\n 5. i

All-Purpose
Billfish Spread

When the fishing is for a mix
of sailfish, white and blue
marlin, the All-Purpose
Billfish pattern shines. A mix
of teaser lures, naked bally-
hoo, bally/lure combina-
tions and even a swimming
mullet or mackerel, it covers
the bases pretty well.

2 80W's,
2 spinners
orTLD’s

with

pitch baits T

Mackerel or
swimming

Ballyhoo
Hander-
Tracker
combo

Naked
ballyhoo

Hawaiian Eye chain
teaser with ballyhoo
or Spanish mackerel

The Billfish Teaser Spread is used
for light-tackle bait & switeh fishing
and for flyfishing billfish. For flyfish-

ing, the pattern is set on the oppo-

site side of the boat from the anglers
position in the cockpit, so he or she
has a clear field for the back-cast.

Billfish Teaser Spread

mullet

Black &
white
Hawaiian

@ | / Eyes

Hlander Seastar
with ballyhoo ——>=

Flatline ballyhoo
spreader or swimming
horse ballyhoo

Pink & white

chugger with :
strip bait ™
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tuna you hook from the school into
10 or 15 fish in one shot. The key
ingredient in this procedure is rigging
your ballyhoo baits using rubber
bands instead of rigging wire for
quick replacement.

Here’s how it’s done. When you
hook up the first few fish, the anglers
begin working them toward the tran-
som, but leave them in the water a
short distance behind the boat. The
skipper puts the boat into a circling
pattern, usually dropping the speed
down to three or four knots.

As the mate gaffs the first fish and
dumps it in the cockpit, he uses the
gaft end to pop the hook out of the

fish’s jaw. He pops the rubber band oft

the pin on the bait rig, the old bally-
hoo head slips oft the hook, he grabs
another bait (which are already
prepped and kept lined up along the
covering boards for this occasion),
inserts the hook, wraps the head to the
pin with the rubber band, snaps off the
beak and it goes right back into the
water. With just a little practice, the
rigging process takes about five sec-
onds and the rod is fishing again. Then
the mate goes to the next fish and
repeats the process.

When you get this technique work-
ing, you can literally catch fish after fish
from the school, the ones in the water
holding the school close to the boat
almost like they were dolphin and the
quick gaft and rigging work making it
possible to continue to hook fish when
fighting the others.

When tuna turn finicky, trolling
becomes frustrating. I've learned some
tricks that the other captains use at
these tumes. Capt. Bill “FAST LANE”
Brown showed me a trick that elimi-
nates the disturbance a swivel creates
near the bait, which he feels puts tuna
off in clear water. He makes up a spe-
cial wind-on system that requires rods
built with round, ceramic guides
instead of rollers. He uses a Sampo
BX3RC ball bearing swivel tied to the
end of the 80-pound test line he runs
on his 50W and 80W reels. Then he
ties a 40- to 60-foot length of 100- and
150-pound leader to the other end and
ties on his baic rigs. This keeps the
swivel away from the bait, and can still
be wound onto the reel without diffi-
culty when playing a fish. Another

and beyond the contmental shelf Fllmed
, this video features these structures and
: metheds anglers fish for Marlin.

ni ﬂa‘a‘sﬁénd-footage of over 50 Blue Mar-

how they are
Included are t
lin catches

Publishing dealers or by mail order for $
| postage).

Hank Manley completes “Ultimate Slam” off
Venezuela aboard the Escapade with Captain Rob
Moore... AII on Ande Line.

On October 21, 1997 fishing off La Guajra, Venezuela, Hank Manley
caught a Blue Marlin, White Marlin, Sailfish, Spearfish and Swordfish. All
fish were released. The same day Hank's wife, Gretchen, released three
Whites. Hank's Blue and Swordfish were taken on 50 lb. Clear Ande, the
Sail, White and Spearfish, on 20 Ib. Tournament Hi-Vis.

We congratulate the angler, Captain Rob Moore and mate Antonio
Ferrera. Thanks for using Ande. It's nice to know that all the fish are still
out there, alive and well and ready to give another angler the thrill of this
wonderful sport. There is absolutely no reason to ever kill a Billfish.

Try the New Ande
Premium HI-VIS Green
Envy in tests from 6-80

Support Local, State and
Federal fishing prganiza-
tions. Get involved. You can
make a “reel” difference.

MONOFILAMENT
1310 53RD STREET, WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA 33407 » 561-842-2474 « FAX 561-848-5538
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benefit is if the line at the end of this wind-on gets frayed or
nicked, you can trim back a couple feet without hurting its
performance.

Sometimes we encounter yellowfin under grass beds, but
you can’t get near them trolling. That’s when Capt. Arch
Bracher switches to plugs. He keeps a couple of Penn
9500SS spinning reels loaded with 30-pound test on the new
Slammer stand-up spinning rods armed with a Reebel P8303S
plug in blue and silver on a short 80-pound leader. The
deckhand goes to the bow of the boat and Arch slowly posi-
tions him within casting distance of the grass line. The plug
is cast near the grass bed, but Arch has the angler just pop it
then leave it motionless for five or 10 seconds. Then the
angler pops it again. Arch swears that most of the bites come
when the plug is just sitting there. He catches a lot of yel-
lowfin this way.

Captain Scott Williams, of the charter boat ESCAPE,
showed nie how to fish an extra long bait when the tuna are
playing hard to get. I'd heard of setting the shotgun bait half a
spool back in the pattern, but Scott says he often lets out
three-quarters of the line off a 80W, back so far you can’t see
the bait from the flybridge. I know it sounds crazy, but Scott
swears using a light 80~ or 100-pound leader and getting the
bait really far away from the boat can increase a three or four
fish day to an eight fish day.

One last tuna tip I picked up. When a tuna strikes short and
misses the bait, grab the rod and jig the bait or lure. There’s
no need to drop back, just jig it and frequently you'll get the
tuna to come back and hook-up.

GAPTAIN, THERE ARE BILLFISH HERE

We encounter blue and white marlin, sailfish and even an
occasional Atlantic spearfish fishing off the Outer Banks.
Most skippers and mates talk about their boat’s “sweet spot.”
Some say its the right long-rigger, others the left flat-line,
others the short-rigger...everyone’s got their “super station.”
For the most part they use similar techniques, give or take a
step here or there. With the amazing numbers of billfish
encountered here each skipper has had plenty of experience
to hone his techniques.

Obviously, it is important to know what to look for when
pursuing billfish. Captain Rom on the RELEASE out of
Hatteras Harbor feels the best marlin conditions are blue
water with very little current, 78- to 80-degree tempera-
tures and some scattered grass alive with bait. Sounds like
heaven. In May and June he finds the big blues, 500-pounds
and up, in with the dolphin and bonito. This year was no
exception, During the middle of May there was a flurry of
big blue releases, 18 on one day, that were all between 400
and 800 pounds.

Further up the line when out of Oregen Inlet, Capt. Arch
prefers clean, blue water that has pushed off the Gulf Stream.
He finds many white marlin in blue-green water or along
color breaks where bait often amasses. He likes temperatures
in the high 70s, but considers that to be secondary to color
and bait.

When targeting big blue marlin, many boats use similar set
ups with their own little nuances like teaser arrangements,
colors and placement of key baits. On the CHAPIN, we

MELL ... MARLIN
CAN'T [
READ!

By Capt. Jerry Miller

You've read
excerpts in THE
Bic Game FisHing

Finally, a book that
demystifies marlin
fishing. Written bya ~——
professional captain with over
900 marlin of various species to his credit in just the
past three years. Miller calls on years of experience and
his down-home sense of humor to teach you easy tech-
niques that work!

To order: Send check or money order
for $18.95 + $4.50 S&H to:

to date; 82
pictures and illustra-
tions detailing:
distribution, migra-
tions, reproduction,
age and growth,
schooling and feed-
ing behavior. The
best rigs and knots
for any dolphin fish-
ing situation, from
trolh'ng to spincast-
ing to fly fishing.

ONLY $39.95. For more mformatron
on how to order your book, call:

BIG GAME FISHING JOURNAL = Fall 1998 73




bridge teasers made up of Hawaiian Eyes, daisy-chained
every 15 inches along a main line. An Ilander Sea Star
with a horse ballyhoo or mackerel under the skirt finishes
the chain. We also use an assortment of colored skirts
over strip baits.

This area provides lots of shots at mulaple hook-ups on
whites and there are ways to increase vour chances of hook-
ing two, three or more at once. Capt. Arch 1s one of the
top white marlin skippers and here’s how he does it.
“When I hook the first fish, I like to turn the boat in the
direction of that fish. Then, depending on what it does, 1
work to keep as many lines on the opposite side of the boat
in the water as possible. You'll frequently see another fish or
two charging the remaining baits, giving you a chance to
drop back to them, too.” Just keep in mind, sometimes you
can get away with this, and others times the first fish will
run back across the transom and you have to clear the lines.

Captain Arch recounted times when he’s had up to seven
whites in the spread. He always has pitch baits ready on
spinning outfits for just such an occurrence and he makes
good use of them.

With the variety of billfish we encounter, often several
species on the same day, we need an “all purpose”™ billfish
spread to take advantage of the smorgasbord. On the
CHAPIN, that generally consists of a mix of 80Ws and
50Ws on custom rods. From one boat to the next it inay
vary a little, but the basic spread starts with a pair of bridge
teasers, two flat-line baits, one small and one large. The
short-rigger and long-rigger positions also get one small
and one large bait. This puts us in a position to take advan-
tage of either white or blue marlin, which ever shows in
the pattern.

[t 15 important to have a couple pitch-baits ready, large
and small, for the same reason. We pull this spread a lot
during the Summer when boats that are billfishing can be
rewarded with a Grand Slam or twoe, with plenty of extras.
While places like Venezuela get a lot of attention for the
ability to produce Slams, the Outer Banks does so regularly
each year. The billfishing is that good out of Hatteras and
Oregon Inlets.

MY LEARNING EXPERIENGE CONTINUES

From my experience fishing in Florida, New Jersey and
now the Outer Banks, I believe charter fishing is the most
work a captain and mate will ever have to endure! The days
are long, the techniques varied and there are so many things
that have to be rigged, maintained and at the ready that it
can be overwhelming at times. The more prepared you and
your boat are, the better the results will be at the end of
each day. | certainly am getting everything I bargained for
and more in the way of an education, fishing with mates
and captains of the highest caliber.

As [ said at the beginning, I am here to learn from the
experts and have certainly found quite a few. As [ con-
tinue fishing here, it seems [ learn something new every
day. I'd like to thank the skippers and mates who have
helped me along the way, especially Capt. Mitch, and
hope they recognize this article for what it really is, my
tribute to them.

MELTON

INTERNATIONAL TACKLE

The Ultiinate in Big Game Tackle & Accessories

MELTON INTERNATIONAL TACKLE
2600 Katella Avenue, Suite B ® Anaheim, CA 92806
(714) 978-9192 » FAX (714) 978-9299
www.meltontackle.com

DRONE

THE OFFSHORE TROLLING SPOON

Drone is the only high-speed
trolling spoon. Works on tuna,
wahoo, king mackerel, spanish

mackerel and a host of
other saltwater species.

Tracks straight up to 8 knots.

Adds depth to your trolling
pattern. Great on flat lines,
downriggers or with Drone planers.
Available at tackle shops.

NOTHING BEATS A DRONE

Dozens of Colors and Sizes
L. B. Huntington Co, Inc.

2704 Arkansas Ave., 1=\
Norfolk, VA 23513 l
Phone: 757-855-2253 “

Fax: 757-855-8219

International Dealer Orders Welcomed MIUSTAD
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